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Sunshine State 250 Showdown, Overview for Florida Legion 
Posts 

What it is 
The Sunshine State 250 Showdown is a statewide contest sponsored and administered by 1Na:on, 
with the formal support of The American Legion, Department of Florida, to recognize Posts that 
deliver the most memorable events highligh:ng the 250th anniversary of America. Our collec:ve 
mission is for every Floridian to wake up on July 5th and say, “That was the best Independence Day 
celebra:on ever, and what the American Legion did was really cool.”  

Who can par*cipate 

Any American Legion Post chartered by the Department of Florida.  

What a par*cipa*ng Post must do 

• Register on the 1 Na:on website and designate official contacts to serve as a liaison 
between 1Na:on and the par:cipa:ng Post. 

• Submit planned event ideas for advance approval, select from suggested event examples, 
or submit your own original ideas. 

• Execute one or more approved events from the date of registra:on through July 5, 2026. 
• Submit a short Event Summary no later than one week aRer the conclusion of the event on 

the 1 Na:on website (photos and/or short videos, promo:onal materials, news media, and 
reasonable aUendance support).  

• Track and verify new membership results through July 10, 2026. 

Why par*cipate 

• Par:cipa:on and event planning counts towards the community service challenge category 
in the American Legion Family USA 250 Challenge. 

• Build membership momentum with a clear recrui:ng message highligh:ng America’s 250th  
anniversary through a 1Na:on-sponsored volunteer drive. 

• Increase visibility and goodwill in your locality through community engagement. 
• AUract volunteers and partners/civic organiza:ons who want a purpose-driven way to 

celebrate the greatness of our country. 
• Compete for prizes (e.g. Post upgrades) and statewide recogni:on, with winners 

recognized at Na:onal Conven:on. 

https://www.1nation.org/register
https://www.1nation.org/submit-event-results
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How 1Na*on will support par*cipa*ng Posts 

• Publish a menu of qualified event examples, media toolkit, and prac:cal planning 
guidance. 

• Provide an easy online app to submit events, receive approvals, and submit proof. 
• Drive event volunteers through a targeted engagement plan (to assist with planning and 

execu:on) to the Posts. 
• Provide limited, mission-aligned in-kind assistance or other support to select Posts to help 

facilitate event execu:on, subject to availability and any sponsorships or resources secured 
by 1Na:on. 

• Publish regular par:cipa:on dashboards by Area and District to drive friendly compe::on. 
• Send reminders and highlights to keep Posts on track and share what is working. 

Scoring categories 

Scoring is evaluated across mul:ple categories to recognize comprehensive excellence, impact, 
and alignment with Legion goals. To ensure fairness and level the playing field, entries are 
divided into three size-based :ers according to Post membership size: Small Posts (up to 249 
members), Medium Posts (250–749 members), and Large Posts (750+ members). Each :er is 
judged independently, with separate awards presented within its respec:ve group. Within 
each size-based :er, there will be one (1) prize per category if ten (10) or fewer Posts compete. 
If par:cipa:on exceeds that level, addi:onal awards may be granted. Prize categories may also 
be adjusted as needed to ensure fairness based on levels of compe::on and par:cipa:on. 

Scoring is based on performance in the following areas:  

• New Legion and Legion Family Membership — Verified recruitment of new members 
(counted through July 10, 2026).  

• Volunteer Par*cipa*on — Level of ac:ve involvement by volunteers.  
• Community Partnerships — Development and strength of collabora:on with local 

organiza:ons, businesses, or groups.  
• Media Coverage and Visibility — Extent of earned press, social media reach, shares, 

engagement metrics, and overall exposure.  
• Total Number and Execu*on of Approved Events — Quan:ty of events held, plus quality 

of planning, execu:on, aUendance, and outcomes.  
 

Detailed informa:on on how points are awarded in each category is provided in the accompanying 
Rules and Regula:ons document. In the event of a :e for overall ranking within a :er, the :e will 
be resolved by evalua:ng the originality of the events submiUed. 
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Key dates (2026) 

Registra:on and event proposals are open Feb 20-June 22; events encouraged from date of 
registra:on through July 5; post event result submissions are due by July 10; new membership 
cutoff July 10; proof due July 15; winners announced Aug 28. 

Call to ac*on 

Register your Post, submit your events, and help lead America’s 250th Independence Day 
celebra:on in your community by par:cipa:ng in the Sunshine State 250 Showdown.  


